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SJt Target; Gerhard Ton Kanda, "1st mar Heimtsloae Anslaandeif 



with my today's cooraraation with yon andl- \ 

t yonr tlnaly tranaalttal to ns of the attao&d QKACTXVB^ 



!• In aecordanoa 
and aa a result of ; 
itMi OB Ton Mandats oonrersation vith laaeo Batch, Jr«, I anbait barevlth, 
as a basis for disoussioa, a brief aide saaoir on this target* 
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2, Fleasa keep in nlnd, with raferenee to the laounaa, that I hare never done 
a mu«eeale nane-oheok, etc*, on this character, but simply ptooaaaed material 
that aoertted in the eonrsa of Uie regular paper flow aeross ay desk^ and that 
an flKhanstlTe st«idy of von Hsnda vould be quite a job* 

3» X attach hereto a folder l^ch was in the dead files 

of Registry, res^^ted to SRVbhioh a giA in SR cleared for ne ^ read- 
About a year ago^ iTtfid I once discussed the case with 

idm t^ SR interesu in enigree axid Vest-Asiatio lypes was still paramount, 
ana Bdlkald he had known von Monde as GAPRIFOBM and'^-* he vould hare a 
201^eojitolldat4d on him and brought up to date* Ap^L-octly, bovever, SR thought 
better of it* 

4* I vas "stalking" Ton Mende with the Idea of having his place and 
Us files in Raesseldorf ransacked and possibly photograidwd, but the 
latest ittforBBtion from you seeas to ne to indicate that ve would ^do better to 
try to recruit him* a3 
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14tt: TARGET.foiaer 

1 Snelosuret charged to ne, please goaxd it carefaUy* 
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TABGET smmx 

IDEKTITY; Gerhard Ton NEHDE, horn 25 December 1904, Latvia^ 

Chief of the "Ant fber Heinatlose Aualaender * , CeoUlenalXee 
52, Onesseldorf, Geivan^, He le "(2APR]TORII*. 

BlOGRAPHIt In 1924 Ton MESIDE acquired Gennan oltlsenship, 1927-9t 

Boainar^atudent in "OrientalistiV* , UniTer 8 it 7 of Berlin; 
diploat East European Histor 7 and Lav 1930: Sorbonne, diploma 

ixx Turkisbi returned to CniTersitY of Berlin — 

1933 Hd) Breslau; these: ^Studlen ueber die Kolonisatloa 
der Sovjetonlon" • 

1934-7: advisor for Kolturpolltilc in the German Aeadeaio 
Exchange Service, Berlin 1935-7taleo advisor In the 
Fbrelgn Section \of the Education Ministry and also instructor 
in various eourse^on ^oviet-Hossia.— 1939t Ausserorden'U> 
licber Professor (foreign affairs) at Berlin Dniversily— 

1942-3 Full professorship — 1941 Assigned to "Ostainister- 
iua” (Bosenberg)* Although he is often Dentionad in 
Tborw^'s book; **Ven Sie Verdeben IfollenP , >diiob is the 
fullest and best acccomt of the Vlaaaov Era of which I an 
aware, his precise role during the war is not clear; 

He is alleged to have had contacts in the RSHA, to have 
been deeply involved in espionage rather than political/ 
psychological warfare, etc«, but one thing appears 
certain: be was a prota^nist of the basic idea of the 

Vlassov noeeaent, namely that the Comnmnists can be 
defeated and discredited only with the active assistance 
of the subject peoples* That Idea was not only anatheaa 
to the ^omounists, but also to the Nasis* In 1945 von 
MEHDE became a U. S* PoV and had some pretty frustrating 
experiences. 

1946 : Appears to have been at large and employed by 
the University of Hamburg. Became a Britiab agent. 

1947: Lived clandestinely in Munich area under the alias 
Georges METTRIVELLI, partly supported by bis Eurasian 
friends in the area. 1949: Worked for the British IS 
at Brackesvede/blelefeldi \diere he was unhappy because of 
a lack of understanding by his British ease officers, 
the ftttorelass nature of his assignments, and because the 
British stole his library. 1949: Was approached by 
the ffcmlch Base, after a project bad been written and 
approved, a clearance obtained, and agreed to work for 
U 0 . He was then in a period of dislUueionment and ripe 
for recruitment. The case was suddenly dropped at Munioh 
becauee von IGHDE employed a methodical approach to the 
problem and >kinlch was Immersed in a program of helter- 
skelter, plonnless recruitment of "agente". On 2 August 
1949 f von MENDE was told by our representative that hls^ 
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"proposals” (wo bad aottially nade tbs proposalst) night be 
taken vp If and vben personnel beeai&e available to 
negotiate with him, 1949-51 von MER22E i^pareatJy oontiimed 
to vork for the BIS vhile <ng for Gernan Oovemneat 
e^ploynent* 1951: The effort to attain Geman eB^loyment 
bore Amit, and the establishnent nov boosed at 52 Ceeillen- 
allee^ Dnesseldorf, oame into being* fon MENI2E rose 
rapidly to a prominent position and clearly had eonsider- 
aUe authority and money at his disposal* ■» beoaas the 
main bao)±one of the German->SDlgree eoUaboration and 
continued to sponsor the baslo VI.ASSOV idea, notably 
tbroogb the ABB* 1955: Indications accumulated that, with 
the rapprochement between HALLSTEIH/ADSKiUER and the 
new masters of the USSR, a dovn-tnm has cone in the 
fortunes of von MENDS, since the Cnenamlsts abhor the 
idea he represents and appear to be putting pressure on 
HAU3TEIH and the Bundesrepublik to suppress the whole 
aobeae* The latest QKACTIVE material attached hereto 
indicates pretty condhslvely that von MENDS feels he is 
being pnsh^ into a comer again* 



POTENTIAL 

PRODUCTIOH Subject eoabinest 

a) A phenomenal knowledge of Eurasians and 
Eurasia , 

b) With the ability to attract and lead a 

large following (in being) among the Smsiane , i 

o) A large acquaintanceship and influence among 
many levels of German officialdom* 

It seems reasonable to assume that von MENDS has, 
probably at the CeoUlenallee, a great collection of 
documentary "inside* information on the emigration, 
both Sozasian and Baltic, as well as Balkan, which 

is worth a great deal* Access to these fllea, either through , 

von MENDS, or perhaps by clandestine photography, 

would in Itself be worth a groat deal of trouble^ i 



FEDHIAL REPUBLIC POLlCI i Although the officials of the 

Republic continue to make vehement statements that I 

never will they abandon their loyalty to the VJest, there i 

are nevertheless very powerful forces at work to estab- 
lish a rapprochement — at least — between the Republic 

and the U5^, perhaps on the BlssBarok line* I 

The fortunes of von MENDS in themselves will shed louch • 

light on the real intentions of the powers that be In 

the Bundesrepublik* If a steady flow of reporting by I 



him on the dally developments regarding bis own effort 
particularly reports reflecting the moves and maneuvers 







of those interested In si^presslng VLASSOVI^P* can be 
established, great light abonld be shed oi^Kn trend* 

In tine, especially if orovded into a comer by OBERIAEHDER 
and kindred spirits, von MBNDE nd^ht be induced to viden 
the scope of his reporting to include many other related 
phenomena in Western Germany* 



AVEHUES OF 
APFSOACH 



OTHER FEDERAL GOVERNHEHT CggQHESTS i Von MBRJE has 
close relations vith^the and has almost certainly also 
established voicing relations vith the BSA (SG), the 
Bavarian lifV, the Ostboeros of the SFD. etc., on \Aiom 
he may perhaps be able (and be induced) to fbmish re- 
vealing information. 



DATA OH EURASIA ABD THE EMlGRATIONt Yon ME3iDE has access 
to the University clrcljs in Germany dealing vlth 
the Eurasian problem, bese circles can supply esoteric 
information in quantity, prepare stndles, etc* Von HERDS 
can supply accurate evaluations of individual enlgreea* 



CE IBTrJftEST ; The Russian Qotwmmi sts have demonstrated 
time and again their great fear of the VLA5S0V idea. 

They are certainly avare of von HENDEta powerful spon^ 
sorship of that Idea, so that. Ipso facto, be is an 
isportut RIS target. VTom our vantage point, and on 
the basis of a close study, ve may be able to pin-point 
those persona with he is in contact lAo prese^ 
the likliest avennes of approach by the RIS. ycr# ^ 

PP POTERT IALs Vqq )£HD£ has demonstrated that be has great 
influence among the emigration and among at least 
some circles of the Federal Republic's offieialdoxi. 
Presumably, if handled right, and if the situation 
permits, be can be used to influence policy* 



1 



It would be inadvisable to out in any third party to 
^tablish contact. Original contact was mada by 

introduced by , ^ne case oxxlcErs mentions d 

are no longer availaoj.e. It is accordingly reconunended 
that subject be approached directly by a U, S* Case 

can pass himself off as Interested in some special 
field of Eurasian study, such as a Turkestan dialect, 
or the lUce. Altesmatively, if possible, Isaac Patch, 
Jr., who has contact with the subject, can Introduce 
another ease officer. Contact can also be established 
under a University cover. However it la done , the 
^eatest cage must be taken to leave non^Aaer leans 
out of the contact arrangement. 
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MEASS OF 
COSTROL 
AHD 



KAKAGKMEHT 



The haadling of von MSRD6 as an "agent" yould be disastrous* 
Re ean be dealt with only as a leader in the free vorld 
whose integri^ is unquestioned and whose support and 
adviee is sought in a coamon cause. Von MER£e, hlinself 
originally an expropriated enigree ^se father was sliin 
by the Comminists, appears to be fundanentally loyal to 
the idea of a "Grossraun Ruropa" niider Geman leadership 
as opposed to donintlon^ and to be a dsroted protagonist 
of the idea of a libera tion-«o7esent anong the nationalities 
subjected by the Gommmista sponsored by the West* 

To be sure, von ME3IDE is maintaining assodations with 
the BIS and numerous Geman groi:^s, inoluding ZIPPER, 
but he is still vary much In need of support from 
the only great power which can unselfiBhIy stq)port and 
espouse the idea of the liberation of the enslaved 
peoples by helping them to help themselves* Ify as 
sems probable, von MESSE will slowly be boxed In by 
the officials of the BundesrepablUc and kept in being 
only as a kind of "big stick" to use in negotiations with 
the USSR, be will again be as frustrated as he was during 
World \far H* In time, if his eonfldenoe is won, he ean 
be lead to provide us the types of information outlined 
above — e specially if his "voice crying in the wilderness" 
convex is not lost sight of* It seems to me to boll 
down to a question of getting the right nan to work with 
him: somone who can speak bis language, is sympathetic — 
or at least xiot hostile to » von ifilEtt ICHDE's ideas and 
whose stature and representational capacity is such that 
von MENDS will ir^ressed* I think at the moment of 
such a man as 1 in this connection. 



IMMEDIATE a) ^hat it be agreed with SR and 10 that ve are the office 

PBOPOSAIi^ of primary interest; b) That a basic project and necessary 

clearance be initiated; o]^’^lbat full traces on von MENDS 
and the persons affiliated with him (SEE ATTACHMENT A) 
be run so that the undertaking can be delineated in all 
its details before the actual recruiting pitch is made. 



FOR DATA ON PERSONS WITH WHOM VON MENDE AFFILIATED, SEE ATTi^lMBNT A 
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ATTACHNEarr A YOK MENDE TARGET 17 JaJQuary 1956 



IMPORTAHT PERSONS WITH WHOM VON MENDE 
MAINTAINS OPERATIONAL REUTIOKS 



A) Colleagues: Walter SCHENK, aka SCHMIDT (Depoty)* former SD 

leader la Lem^rg ^ vas finally supported by 
msBd)er8 of the ABN, while he worked la the office 
of the "ABN Eorreqsoaden^ as Germaa Blltor* 

Valter CONRADI. Specialist in Baltic Questions* 

Visited CID, Munich on 23 Nowemiber 1954« 

Bruno KAUSGHEN. J^obably yon MENDS* s nanager of 
the "Hllfswerk der Khenallgea PTelvUligenbozbaende," 
a very ioportant Instment for keepixig track of 
the former 9 roluateer ualts of subjeet peoi^es 
eerrlag with the Gen»n Azned fbrces in Vorld Nkr II« 

Haas KOCH of the Ost Suropa Instltut. May we a I 

subordinate of von MENDB» 

fan STAMAIB, 

Dr* Kurt von HAYDELL. (Muy actually work for ' 

Otto BRAEUTIGAM as a counsellor on Satellites in 
the Foreign Office of the Bundesrepchlik*) 

B) Others: 

c 



AFOSTOL, Ball, Vloe-Fresident Verband der Bnilstudentea, 
Berlin/Charlo'^nbnrg* Has contaots in Soviet 
zone and with^ QUARG, thought to be 

able to contact tne **ooyaet Zone Geri&an who 
helped lifted BARTH (now resident Duesseldorf) 
escape" 

fnu VON BERG. Gennan representative to Estonians and Balts* 

dr, Otto BRAEUTIGAM, Chief of the Eastern Division of 

AA, Does not want to give official reoog^tdop . 
to an/ reibgee organization as a repres^tat^vo' - ‘ 

Page 1 of Att A ' ^ * '* 



t in Julya955 SH/3/ (W3) Reported that 
^stated he done a study for 
von MENUS and that he had received great 
cowpl Inents and nonay for It* 6 Jan 1956 
CABLE reporta-KDNIC^^advoeatlng long ijqprl* 
sonnent for ^ as a Coawuniflt agent : 

but von MEHDiE again supporting ^ 
and difficulties In prosecution oeing oaae 
by the BfV (CARPETMAKER) 





of the ooimti 7 of origin, as conplioating 
relatioxm with tha USSR««».,*,InTolTed 
In cooplex negotiations regarding the blocked 
accounts (some to DMrf 300,000) belonging 
to these nationals 

J Close associates in the propaganda 
field f^oa tine to tlne*«»». 



Dr. Karl CRA>1MSI. Chief of the Verband der landnannschaften 
Ih ^nn. 



Mthai PABCASEAHO. Head of the League of Runanlans 
ftie^ of Ion Gheorgbe vith lots of good oon- 
tacks. 



Vasili GLASKDV. Was close enough to iron HEHDE to be 

ioTited to his office in Duesseldorf . Be is 
currently under CIS) telephone surveillance. 

Adam OIDEHBAIIM; ^orked for ZIPPER, dropped in 1950, 
following dropping of Estonia Group by 
ZIPPER — perhaps in deference to von ME3H£??? 

Bans HARIL* an official ndsBion from German to 

Washington last year; vast acquditanceship 
among the emigration. 

Adolf IDOL. Informal contact with Tbeo OBERIAEKDER; target 
for RIS 

E. von MASSOW. Presidsmt of German/Hulgarian Society. 

Yell KAJBM KHAN» Turkestani National Unity Committee. 

HQ Duesseldorf. Suprlled von ME31DE with 
Information about the $600 Rusi NASAR got 
from (CIA) via U S Enbaesy, Jidda, Chanels. 

Joseph N£MEC£K» Allegedly has knovled^of the 
German operations against the GSR. 

Hervart SCHEINER* Vas active In the Rumanian emlgree 

iBOvement, suffered reverses. Nov an official 
in Rhein-££kaai Pfalz. 

Dr. ETitz VALJXVEC, He is under POB/Zipper CIS coverage. 

Mr. Axel de VRIES, The U. S. State Department is delivering 
material to him to use in doing 

a study on the Germans who are strong antl» 
Comiimists for the German Foreign Office... 

NOTE; There are literally hundreds of others of equal importance: 

The purpose of the foregoing list is only to serve as a sanrdjs. ' 
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C) 



NOTE: 



Some of the Aseociatlons au^ Groups In which von MENDB 
has influence: 



Anti-^lshevist Bloc of Nations. Nov angling 
to transfer main office to Madrid^ in fear of 
West-Gerneui interference with its basic aim ' 
of liberating compatriots by forces Tbe 7 
. are in trouble in France. )&chael ALSKIBAYA 
Dimitri VALTSCHE7 and Nicholas HAKASHXDZE are 
particularly close personal ITiezsde of v, 

HBNDB in this group. They piubllsh*]^ 
Korrespondena • ** 

Baltic Society in Germany, Covers ^tvians , 
Lithuaniane^ and Sstonians, veil-financed 
effective, 

"Bruecke sum Vesten** . Present status not 
known, Was edited by Hervart SCHEIl^ and 
got material from Hans H&RTL, Hany monarchists 
appear to have had a hnnA in it, 

Bundesamt fuer Verfassungsshuts: GKRKEH of the 
BfV has recruited von MENDB to supply him 
vith information on the emigration in Germany, 

” European Friendship Circles", Engineered by 
Hans KOCH and Valter von SCHEffi, May supplant 
or annex the idea of "East European MDvement 
for a United Europe,", 

German-Estonlan Association. Effective group, 

"Hilfsverk der Vernal igen Freivilligenver- 
baende". Bruno KAUSCHEK in leading figure. 
Covers the foroBr units of subject peoples 
that fought against the Communists with the 
Germans, 

"Instltut fuer Gegenwartsfiorschung" , Cover for 
the Blank Office in I^&micb, esploying Ivan 
BROSOVIC. 

Ruxoanlan-<ierman Landmannsohaft Organizations, 
Sathmar Svablans and many others, 

UiKG (Raima in Organization in Germany^ Assnu) 
Graefln FINCKENSTEIN and other BHE figur e^ a^Bo 
f pl&7 a role, Bundesminister Wal|j^^'^von 
KRAFT^ BRAEUTIGAM and other big shots attended 
meetings, 

These are again only a few of the organizations with' whl|olb‘““^ 
MENDE has contacts, m ^ ATTACHMENT A ' 



